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SWEDEN (SVERIGE) 

The unification of the tribes and provinces of Sweden is an unclear process, but the kingdom gradually 
coalesced around the realm of the kings of Uppsala and Birka. The first king known to have ruled Swedes and 
Goths ( Svear and Gotar), a unified Sweden, was Erik VI in the late 10 th century. His son Olof III converted to 
Christianity r.iooo, but his people long retained their attachment to ancestral pagan cults and sacrifices. This 
division undermined the power of kings and contributed to the political instability of the realm for another 
century. The Yngling house became extinct in the male line and was succeeded by the house of Stenkil in 
f.1060. When that house became extinct in f.1130, the throne alternated between representatives of the rival 
families of Sverker Kolsson and Saint Erik Jedvardsson for almost a century. The line of Erik survived its rival 
and was inherited by the Folkinger house in 1150. In spite of a promising start with taking over Finland and 
inheriting Norway, the new dynasty failed to exert its control over the nobility and was finally deposed in 1364. 
The nobles elected Duke Albrecht III of Mecklenburg-Schwerin as king in 1364, then helped depose him in 
favor of the Danish queen Margrethe I in 1389, who brought about the Kalmar union between Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden in 1397. Her great-nephew Duke Erich I of Pomerania proved to be unacceptable, and in 
1439 he was deposed. His Wittelsbach replacement, Christoph of Neumarkt, was the last Kalmar monarch to 
reign over all three kingdoms for most of his reign. Except for the frequently interrupted reign of the elected 
Swedish king Carl VIII Bonde, between 1448 and 1513 real power was usually in the hands of native regents 
drawn from the nobility, occasionally recognizing the claims of the Danish kings of the house of Oldenburg. 

In a major Swedish reaction, the house of Vasa came to the throne with Gustav I in 152.3. King Gustav II 
Adolf involved Sweden in the Thirty Years War (1618—1648) making it a European power. Sweden expanded 
around the Baltic, acquiring Estonia (1561), Ingria and Karelia (1617), Livonia (1619), Gotland, Osel, and 
Harjedalen (1645), and Scania and Bohuslan (1658). The throne passed to the German house of Wittelsbach- 
Palatinate-Kleeburg in 1654, and King Carl XII attempted to establish a Swedish hegemony in northern Europe, 
which collapsed with the gains made by Russia at Sweden’s expense in 1721 (including the loss of Livonia, Ingria, 
and Karelia). The crown passed to the houses of Hessen-Cassel in 1720, of Holstein-Gottorp in 1751, and of 
Napoleonic general Bernadotte in 1818. From 1814 the kings of Sweden were also kings of Norway, but had to 
recognized Norwegian independence in 1905. Finland had been lost to Russia as early as 1809. 

Names are given in modern standard Swedish forms; in Swedish historiographical convention, pre-20 th 
century kings named Carl and Gustaf are usually referred to as Karl and Gustav respectively, in spite of the usage 
on their coins (e.g., Gustaf IVAdolph and Carl XIVJohan). The numbering of kings is also traditional. 



SWEDEN (SVERIGE) 


Kings of Sweden 

1827: 

Bjorn I ... recognized at Birka 

\S S 

OO 

Olof I ... son of (?) Bjorn I; recognized at Birka 

VO 

OO 

1 

Ragnar, Lodbrok ... son of Sigurd Ring 

865— f.880 

Bjorn II, Ironside ... son of Ragnar 

f.880—f.882 

Erik II 1 ... son of Bjorn II 1 * * 

ys^ 

O 

OS 

vj 

1 

OO 

OO 

Erik III ... son of Refil, son of Bjorn II 

f.905—f.925 

Anund I ... son of Erik II; at Uppsala 

& f.905— f.925 

Bjorn III ... son of Erik II; at Haga 

f.925—f.945 

Erik IV, Weatherhat ... son of Anund 1 4 

f.925—f.94 5 

Ring ... son of (?) Bjorn III 4 


1 The ordinal numbering of kings named Erik is a convention based on counting backwards from Erik XIV, who 
based his style on largely fictitious information found in an archaic kinglist. 

1 The early chronology is particularly obscure; according to traditional inferences, Erik IV died in 882. 

5 Erik IV is apparently called Emundsson by mistake. 

4 The ancestry of Ring, who was recognized at Birka in 935/6, is unknown. 
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f.945—f.965 Bjorn IV ... son of Erik IV 

f.945—f.950 Erik V ... son of Ring; associated by f.9 3 6? 

& f.945— f.950 Emund I ... son of Ring; associated by f.936? 

f.950—f.970 Emund II ... son of (?) Erik V 5 

f.970—f.980 Olof II ... son of Bjorn IV 

& f.970—994 Erik VI, the Victorious ... son of Bjorn IV 6 

— Bjorn (Styrbjorn) ... son of Olof II 7 ; rival 985 
994—1011 Olof III, Skotkonung... son of Erik VI 
1011—f.1050 Anund Jakob ... son of Olof III 

f.1050—f.1060 Emund III, the Old ... bastard son of Olof III 

House of Stenkil 

f.1060—1066 Stenkil... husband of daughter ofEmund III; son of jarl Ragnvald 
1066—1067 Erik VII ... son of Stenkil 

1067 Erik VIII, the Pagan ... son of (?) Stenkil 
1067—f.i 070 Halsten ... son of Stenkil; deposed 

f.1070 Anund II, of Gardariki ... son of (?) Anund, son ofEmund III 
f. 1070—f. 1079 Hakan I, the Red ... stepson of Stenkil; married widow of Erik VIII 

f.i079—1084 Halsten ... restored 

& f.1079—1084 Inge I, the Elder ... son of Stenkil; deposed 

1084—1087 Sven (Blotsven) ... brother of Maer, wife of Inge I; son of (?) Hakan I 

1087—f.i 110 Inge I, the Elder ... restored 

— Kol (Erik Arsdll) 8 ... son ofSven; rival 1087—1088 
f.i 110—1118 Filip ... son of Halsten 
& f.i 110—1119 Inge II, the Younger ... son of Halsten 

1119—1130 Ragnvald, Knaphovde ... son of Olof, son of (?) Stenkil 9 

— Magnus, the Strong ... son of king Niels of Denmark by Margareta, daughter of Inge I; 
rival 1119—1134 
Houses of Sverker and Erik 

1130—1156 Sverker I, the Elder ... married Ulfhild Hdkonsdotter, widow of Inge II; son of Kol 10 
1156—1160 Erik IX, the Holy 11 ... married Kristina, daughter of Bjorn Ironside of Denmark 11 by 
Katarina, daughter of Inge I; son of jarl Jedvard by Cecilia, daughter of Sven 
— Magnus ... son of Henrik of Denmark 15 by Ingrid, daughter of Ragnvald, son of Inge I; 
rival 1160—1161 

1160—1167 Carl VII 14 ... son of Sverker I 
1167—1195 Knut I... son of Erik X 

5 Alternately, Emund II could have been the son of Erik IV. 

6 Alternately Erik VI was a son of Olof I. 

7 Alternately Bjorn was a son of Bjorn III. 

8 “Erik Arsall” is generally accepted as an alternate appellation for Kol. 

9 An otherwise unattested underking (naskonung) named Olof is listed without specified ancestry among the 
sons and stepsons of Stenkil in several medieval kinglists; this Olof appears to have been the father of Ragnvald; 
alternately Ragnvald could be identified with a son of Inge I also named Ragnvald. 

10 Alternately Sverker was a son of Cornube (a variant of Kol?). 

11 Recognized as a saint by 1173 but never formally canonized. 

11 Son of Harald the Spear of Denmark. 

1 ’ Son of Svend, bastard son of king Svend II of Denmark. 

14 The ordinal numbering of kings named Carl is a convention based on counting backwards from Carl IX, who 
based his style on fictitious information found in an archaic kinglist. 



I. Mladjov, Page 3/5 


— Kol ... son of Johan, son of Sverker I; rival 1167—1169 
— Burislev ... brother of Kol; rival 1167—1173? 

1195 — 1208 Sverker II, the Younger ... son of Carl VII; deposed, died 1210 

1208—1216 Erik X ... son of Knut I 
1216—1222 Johan I ... son of Sverker II 

1222—1229 Erik XI, the Lame ... posthumous son of Erik X; deposed 
1229—1234 Knut II, the Tall ... son ofHolmger, son of Filip, son ofErik IX 
1234—1250 Erik XI, the Lame ... restored 

— Holmger ... son of Knut II; rival 1247—1248 

Folkunger House 

1250—1275 Valdemar ... son of jarl Birger Magnusson by Ingeborg, daughter ofErik X; deposed, died 1302 
— Filip ... son of Knut II; rival 1251 
1275 — 1290 Magnus I, Ladulds ... brother of Valdemar 

1290—1318 Birger ... son of Magnus I; deposed, died 1321 

1319—1364 Magnus II, Smek ... son of duke Erik of Sodermanland, son of Magnus I; Norway 1319—1355; 
deposed, died 13 74 

+ Erik XII ... son of Magnus II; associated 1344—1356; rival 13 56—1359 
+ Hakan II... son of Magnus II; associated 1362—1364; rival 1364—1380; Norway 1355—1380 
House of Mecklenburg 

1364—1389 Albrekt... son of duke Albrecht II of Mecklenburg-Schwerin by Eufemia, sister of 
Magnus II; deposed, died 1412 

House of Denmark 

1389—1396 Margareta ... widow of Hakan II; daughter of king Valdemar IV of Denmark; Denmark 
1387—1396; Norway 1387—1389; abdicated, died 1411 

House of Pomerania 

1396—1439 Erik XIII ’5 ... son of duke Wartislaw VII of Pomerania by Maria, daughter of duke Heinrich I 
of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, brother of Albrekt; Norway 1389—1442; Denmark 1396—1440; 
deposed, died 1459 

— Engelbrekt ... son of Engelbrekt; rival 1435 — 1436 
1438—1440 (regency of Carl Bonde, son of Knut Tordsson) 

House ofWittelsbach (Line of the Palatinate-Neumarkt) 

1441 — 1448 Kristofer ... son of duke Johann of Neumarkt by Katharina, sister ofErik XIII; king of 

Denmark 1440—1448; Norway 1442—1448 
1448 (regency of Bengt Oxenstierna and Nils Oxenstierna) 

House of Bonde 

1448—1457 Carl VIII 16 ... son ofKnut Tordsson; former regent; deposed; Norway 1449—1450 
1457 (regency of Jons Oxenstierna and Erik Tott) 

House of Oldenbttrg 

1457—1464 Kristian I ... husband of Dorothea of Brandenburg, widow of Kristofer; son of count 

Dietrich of Oldenburg; Denmark 1448—1481; Norway 1450—1481; deposed, legitimist 
claimant 1464—1481 
1464 (regency of Kettil Vasa) 

House of Bonde 

1464—1465 Carl VIII ... restored; deposed 
146 5 (regency of Kettil Vasa) 

15 Originally named Bogislaw. 

16 Styled himself Carl II; the conventional numbering counts backward from Carl IX, who based his style on 
largely fictitious information found in an archaic kinglist. 
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1465 — 1466 (regency of Jons Oxenstierna) 

1466— 1467 (regency of Erik Tott) 

1467— 1470 Carl VIII ... restored 

1470—1497 (regency of Sten Sture the Elder, son of Gustaf Anundsson) 

House of Oldenbtcrg 

1497—1501 Johan II ... son of Kristian I; legitimist claimant 1481 —1497; Denmark 1481 — 1513; 

Norway 1483 — 1513; deposed, legitimist claimant 1501 —1513 
15 o 1 — 15 o 3 (regency of Sten Sture the Elder) 

15 04—1511 (regency of Svante Natt och Dag, son of Nils Bosson) 

1511 (regency of Erik Trolle, son of Arvid Birgersson) 

1512— 15 20 (regency of Sten Sture the Younger, son of Svante Natt och Dag) 

1520—1521 Kristian II ... son of Johan II; legitimist claimant 1513 —1520; Denmark 1513 — 1523; 

Norway 1513 —1523; legitimist claimant 1521 —1523; deposed, died 1559 
1521 —1523 (regency of Gustaf Vasa, son of Erik Vasa, son of Johan Kristiernsson by Birgitta, sister of 

Sten Sture the Elder) 

House of Vasa 

1523 — 1560 Gustaf I ... son of Erik Vasa; former regent 

1560—1568 Erik XIV ... son of Gustaf I; deposed, died 1577 

1568—1592 Johan III ... son of Gustaf I 

1592—1600 Sigismund ... son ofjohan III; deposed; Poland 1587—1632 ’ 7 
1600—1604 (regency of Carl Vasa, son of Gustaf I lS ) 

1604—1611 Carl IX ... son of Gustaf I; former regent 

1611 — 1632 Gustaf II Adolf... son of Carl IX 

1632—1654 Kristina ... daughter of Gustaf II Adolf; abdicated, died 1689 

House ofWittelsbach (Line of the Palatinate-Zweibriicken-Kleeburg) 

1654—1660 Carl X Gustaf... son of duke Johann Kasimir of Kleeburg by Katarina, daughter of Carl IX 

1660—1697 Carl XI ... son of Carl X 
1697—1718 Carl XII ... son of Carl XI 

1718—1720 Ulrika Eleonora ... daughter of Carl XI; abdicated, died 1741 
House of Hesse-Cassel 

1720—1751 Fredrik I ... husband of Ulrika Eleonora; son of landgrave Karl of Hesse-Cassel 

House of Holstein-Gottorp 

1751 —1771 Adolf Fredrik I ... son of Christian August of Holstein-Gottorp 19 by Albertine, daughter of 

margrave Friedrich Magnus of Bade-Durlach, son of margrave Friedrich VI by Kristina, 
sister of Carl X 

1771 —1792 Gustaf III ... son of Adolf Fredrik I 

1792—1809 Gustaf IV Adolf... son of Gustaf III; abdicated, died 1837 10 
1809—1818 Carl XIII ... son of Adolf Fredrik I; regent since 1809; Norway 1814—1818 
House of Bernadotte 

1818—1844 Carl XIV Johan 11 ... adopted son of Carl XIII; son ofJean-Henri Bernadotte; also Norway 
1844—1859 Oscar I ... son of Carl XIV; also Norway 

17 Sigismund was exiled from Sweden in 1599 and formally deposed in 1600. 

,s Other then the deposed Sigismund, the legitimist claimant in 1600—1604 was his brother Johan, a younger 
son ofjohan III; he renounced his claims in favor of his uncle Carl IX in 1604 and died in 1618. 

19 Son of duke Christian Albrecht of Holstein-Gottorp. 

10 Gustaf IV Adolf abdicated in favor of his son Gustaf in 1809, but the latter was not accepted as king by the 
Swedish parliament. 

11 Originally named Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte. 
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Carl XV ... son of Oscar I; also Norway 

Oscar II ... son of Oscar I; Norway 1872—1905 

Gustaf V ... son of Oscar II 

GustafVI Adolf... son of Gustaf V 

Carl XVI Gustaf... son of Gustaf Adolf, son of GustafVI 



